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1. Our policy 
At Corbett, we believe that our children’s learning is enhanced greatly through home and school 
working very closely together. Although we feel that a working school day is long enough for 
younger children, the homework we set is designed not to become a burden to parents, but to 
support children’s enjoyment of their learning. 

Reading and conversation are invaluable learning tools, and our main request is that parents 
read with their children regularly. This does not have to be with school books particularly, but 
anything that the children are interested in. The children do not have to read themselves either; 
even the oldest children in our school enjoy being read to. 

We ask parents to make a note in reading diaries if their child has shared their individual reading 
book, or if they have read to their child, or if they have talked about a book together. Each class 
has a procedure for renewing books. Please note that children do not often read these books in 
school. They have guided reading sessions several times a week. Please ask your child’s teacher 
if you would like more information about this. 

In the Foundation Stage and Years 1 and 2 (4–7 years) the children are encouraged to practise 
their reading skills at home with an adult. As children progress, they will be asked to complete 
tasks to reinforce other areas of the curriculum, in particular Mathematics and English. 

From Year 3 upwards (7–11 years), children complete a homework diary, which gives details of 
the tasks to be completed. These can include times tables, spellings, reading, English, 
Mathematics, project work and science. 

Children in Year 1 upwards have an English and maths homework book. They should complete 
one page per week. If parents are happy to spend longer than the time needed for one page, 
then please do extra reading instead! It will be helpful for parents to sit alongside their children 
and, if necessary, write a comment (an * would be sufficient) if they find something very easy or 
difficult. It is not expected that the English and maths should take longer than half an hour each. 
In the maths books, Sections A and B will be sufficient for some children. Children are also 
expected to complete their corrections from the previous page. 

It is intended that the books should be a true reflection of the children’s ability to work as 
independently as possible (with the odd nudge here and there!). So, parents, please talk to the 
staff if you need advice. 
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These books should be handed in on a Monday and will be returned by Wednesday at the latest. 
All maths should be completed in pencil and children who have a pen licence can use a blue 
pen to complete English. Presentation should always be neat. 

In Year 2 and Year 6 children may have different additional work to complete in preparation for 
the SATs. 

Sometimes books can go astray (or get eaten by the dog!). If that happens, a replacement will be 
issued, but we would ask parents to reimburse any subsequent losses, or worksheets will be 
given instead. 

Each class has a reward system each half term for children who complete homework every 
week and hand it in on time. 

All children have access to online tools to support their learning, which are useful for practising 
skills in order to develop speed and fluency. 

This policy is attached to the homework diaries. Web addresses and ‘sign-ins’, where required, 
are kept in the homework diaries. 
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