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1. Aim 
Marking should enhance irresistible learning through recognition of achievement, effort and 
progress. It should indicate whether the objective has been met (both of the lesson and the 
child’s on-going personal targets), give correction where appropriate, and draw attention to 
targets for improvement. Effective marking is integral to the ‘assessment for learning’ process 
(see Assessment Policy). It should be time-effective for the teacher and have impact, i.e. move 
the learning on for the children. 

This policy is intended to ensure consistency in marking across the school. 

2. Agreed procedure 
Learning objectives and success criteria are shared with the children and are the key to the 
marking process. A variety of approaches are used at Corbett depending on the type of learning 
and the age/ability of the children. 

In order to encourage independence, responsibility and confidence, the children are 
encouraged to develop and use self-assessment skills. Peer assessment is used where 
appropriate. 

One-to-one, group and class discussion are often used during the lessons to give immediate 
feedback. A precis of the discussion may be written down, particularly in the case of the 
younger children, to inform a teacher’s planning and to give information to parents. 

Teachers should, where appropriate, include a target to inform the next stage in the children’s 
learning. 

Symbols and comments should be written in green. 
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The Purple Pen of Power will be used to set PPP tasks to elicit an immediate response (usually 
in the next lesson). These tasks will be short and effective, in response to the marking. For 
example, a child who has shown understanding of the learning objective in maths can be set an 
additional calculation written in a different format, to show a deeper understanding. The purple 
pen can also be used by the children for self-editing. 

Pink to Think (pink highlighter) is used in Maths where children are using their reasoning skills. 

Time is allocated in lessons for children to read comments and make a response, including 
doing corrections. 

Marking criteria should be shared with the children and a list of the symbols used displayed in 
the classroom (see Symbols section). 

Work should always be presented to the best of the children’s ability. It is an integral part of 
every lesson, but unless stated it will not be the main objective and may not be specifically 
commented on. Similarly, children should always endeavour to spell correctly, but it may not be 
the primary objective of the lesson. Incorrect spelling may not always be marked; particularly if 
there are many inaccuracies. 

This policy and its criteria will be circulated annually to parents. 

3. Symbols 

AN Teacher’s initials indicate work has been seen and discussed. 

 The objective for this piece of work has been achieved. 

V We have talked about this piece of work. 

 WOW! 

I Independent work. 

GW Group work. 

TS With teacher support. 

TAS With TA support. 

Sp Spelling error (line underneath). 

^ Missing part. 

// New paragraph. 

. Incorrect. 

PPP Purple Pen of Power. 
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T Target. 

Homework will be marked with an acknowledgement mark or stamp unless a child has multiple 
misconceptions that need to be addressed through marking. 
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